
FALL / WINTER 2015  

June 10 – June 25 

One Man, Two Guvnors 
by Richard Bean 

Looking to make his mark in Brighton, England during the swinging 

„60‟s, Francis finds a job with two different small-time gangster bosses, 

or “guvnors.” But confusion – and hilarity – starts to mount as an easily 

distracted (and constantly hungry) Francis tries to keep both bosses 

happy, and apart. Five-star reviews in London! The comedy hit of the 

2012 Broadway season!     Rated PG.   
 

June 28 – July 9    Mom’s Gift 

by Phil Olson 

When Mom‟s ghost appears at Dad‟s birthday party, eldest daughter 

Kat thinks she‟s going nuts. But as Mom explains, she‟s on a mission to 

earn her wings, just like Clarence in It‟s a Wonderful Life, and she needs 

Kat‟s help. From the author of the hit, A Nice Family Gathering: another 

uplifting contemporary comedy chock-full of heart.           Rated PG. 
 

July 12 – July 23    Good Blues Tonight   
by Robby Henson 

A Kentucky Voices original event! World premiere! 
Set in 1956, this Kentucky original celebrates Danville‟s Second 

Street “stroll” where barbershops, pool halls and social clubs once 

anchored a vibrant African-American cultural life. Featuring live music 

from the era of the legendary “chitlin‟ circuit,” this exciting new play by 

our own Robby Henson (The Wonder Team) will rock the house!  Rated G. 

 

July 26 – August 6    The Tell-Tale Farce 
by Don Zolidis 

It‟s 1848, and even though Edgar Allan Poe‟s “The Raven” is a big hit, 

it hasn‟t earned its author much money. So when a wealthy dowager 

offers one hundred dollars to write a poem in her honor, Poe leaps at the 

chance. The only problem: the man who shows up isn‟t Poe at all, but 

his mailman. A free-wheeling farce featuring mistaken identities and a 

multitude of mustaches!                                                  Rated PG. 
 

August 9 – August 20    The Murder Room 
by Jack Sharkey 

In this zany spoof of British murder mysteries, upper crust eccentric 

Edgar Hollister goes missing and his new, younger wife, Mavis, is 

suspiciously unconcerned. Has Edgar met with foul play, or is it all part of an elaborate hoax? Called “a mix of Agatha 

Christie, Monty Python, and Abbot and Costello,” this rollicking romp is to die for!         Rated G. 

 

  Etta May is back!  August 26 & 27: Special Comedy Weekend: Rated PG.  

Yes, it’s true!  The “Queen of Southern Sass” returns to Pioneer Playhouse for 2 nights only! Don’t miss a 

chance to see this Kentucky-fried favorite strut her stuff under the stars (indoors in case of rain of course!) 

See page 3 

By Richard Bean 



We're thrilled to announce that Robby Henson, Artistic Director, will be penning next year's Kentucky Voices 

offering!  Robby's last effort, The Wonder Team, was a huge hit with audiences, and so we're excited to bring 

another bit of Danville history to life!  Here's what Robby has to say about it . . . 

The inspiration for next summer‟s Kentucky Voices original play GOOD BLUES TONIGHT came from 

several sources.  I‟ve always been a fan of “Chitlin Circuit rock and roll,” when ground-breaking blues artists like 

BB King, Little Richard, Chuck Berry and Etta James toured southern juke joints and developed a rowdy, raw 

blues style that was soon co-opted by cross-over artists like Elvis Presley and the Rolling Stones. 

Local historian Michael “Fly” Hughes is collaborating with us on this project and he even told me that Etta 

James once performed in Danville back in the day. So writing this play combines my love of juke joint blues with 

an appreciation of the vibrant pageantry of life on Danville‟s 2nd street “stroll” in the 50‟s, when barbershops, 

pool halls, social clubs, and 

churches anchored our 

community‟s vital African-

American cultural life. Toss 

into the mix that my own 

family‟s Henson Hotel was just 

a stone‟s throw from 2nd 

street and I went “all in” in 

channeling those inspirations 

into a creative portrait of 2nd 

Street's past that is as 

heartwarming as a gospel 

hymn and as funny, vital and 

raw as a blues howl."  

Pioneer Playhouse will be working with 

both the Danville-Boyle County African-

American Historical Society and the Heart of 

Danville to celebrate the unique history of 2nd 

Street in Danville. 

During the run of Good Blues Tonight, 

there will be an exhibit of photos at the 

Playhouse as well as special "memory nights" 

during which community members are invited 

to share their own personal stories of what 

2nd Street meant to them.  

Last year's first ever 2nd Street Festival 

was a huge success, and served as an 

inspiration for writing Good Blues Tonight. 

Next year's festival will be held August 12-14 

in Constitution Square, so mark your  

calendars!  

Recently, Robby met with members of the Danville-
Boyle County African-American Historical Society and 

the Heart of Danville to talk about the play and to share 
memories. Pictured standing: Charles Grey, John Davis, 

Robby Henson, Caroline Prince, Martha Grey.  
Seated: Michael Hughes, Bethany Rogers 

2nd Street in Danville during its hey day! 



 

Send me ______ Patron’s Passes at $ 80 ea. (Purchased before Jan. 1, 2016) . Regular price $ 90. 
   (Patron’s Pass good for admission to 6 shows) 

Send me ______ Super Passes at $140 ea. (Purchased before Jan. 1, 2016). Regular price $ 155. 
   (Super Pass good for admission to 10 shows) 
 

 I want Patron’s Pass & Wall of Fame Brick for $210 special. 
 

I have enclosed a check for $ ___________ .-or-Bill my  VISA    MasterCard   Discover Total $ ____________ . 

 
Card Number __________________________________________   Exp. Date: ______________   Security Code  ________________ 
 
Signature _______________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________________________ 
 
Send to: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address _________________________________________________  City/State/Zip _________________________________________ 

      CLIP & MAIL  - order by phone or visit in person!  

  Photographer John Robinson captured the essence of the 2015 Summer Season with this photo taken 

     during a performance of Grounded by Chelsea Marcantel (based on the novel by Angela Correll). 

It was a terrific 2015 season...thanks to our loyal patrons and our wonderful sponsors: 

 First Southern National Bank      Kentucky Soaps & Such     David & Mary Brewer 

  Margaret Edwards      Pepsi Cola Bottling Company of Lexington     Ann Bakhaus  

 Mel Zuckerman & Family      Community Trust Bank      Anonymous 

  Kentucky Monthly (media sponsor)  

We're always looking for new sponsors to help keep Kentucky's Oldest Theatre alive and kicking!   

Please call 859-236-2747 and ask for Heather Henson or email pioneerplayhouse@att.net!   

We are a registered 501 c 3 non-profit organization. Your donation is tax-deductible! 
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Unwind … Under the stars! 
Dinner & theatre: $32  Theatre only: $18 

Dinner 7:30 pm    Showtime 8:30 pm 
INDOOR FACILITY IN CASE OF RAIN 

Reservations: (859) 236-2747 
or toll-free 1-866-597-5297 

Winter Office hours: Mon. – Fri: 9 -1 

840 STANFORD RD  
DANVILLE  KY  40422-9300 

 

 

Come with your sweetheart, come solo, or 

round up a group of friends…and don’t 

forget to wear your dancing shoes!  As they 

say in New Orleans…”Laissez le bon temps 

rouler!” or “Let the good times roll!” 

7:00 p.m. till 11:00 p.m. 

Authentic Cajun Dinner! 

Live Band!   Silent Auction! 

Cash Bar! 

$35 per person (Includes dinner) 

Indoor Theatre at Pioneer Playhouse 

840 Stanford Road, Danville KY 

Reservations Required!  Call 859-236-2747! 


